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   On June 26, 2011 at 2:30 p.m., 

Greater Fredericksburg Habitat For 

Humanity dedicated its 16th home, a 

recently renovated splitlevel home at 

112 Durham Drive in the Timbers 

subdivision, to the Niyungeko Family.  

The dedication ceremony was attended 

by: Virginia State Senator Edd Houk 

and State Delegate Bobby Orrock; 

Habitat For Humanity volunteers who 

have worked on the project; businesses 

and organizations in the community 

who have contributed funds, materials 

and services to the project; and friends 

and relatives of the family.  A formal 

presentation of house keys to the 

family was followed by remarks and a 

reception. 

   While all our families have compelling 

stories and needs, the Niyungeko 

Familyõs story is especially compelling.  

It begins in Burundi, a country in east 

central Africa whose history has been 

torn by violence and political strife.  

Prior to seeking refuge, Paul Niyungeko 

was a teacher with a four-year degree 

in biology from the University of 

Burundi.  Plagued by the cyclical wars 

that took away the lives of loved ones 

and destroyed everything, Paul was 

forced to flee his own country, losing 

his home in the process.  Within a 

refugee camp Paul met his future wife, 

Agnes. A refugee herself, Agnes and 

Paul married, and had four of their five 

children (Alain, Christela, Bertrand, 

Raoul and Kevin) in various refugee 

camps. They struggled to raise a family 

as best they could inside the camps 

amidst unsafe, uncertain and inadequate 

conditions.  Even in this harsh 

environment, Paul nevertheless 

continued teaching and coordinated 

education within a refugee camp in 

Tanzania, where he and his family were 

residing.  During this time, Catholic 

Charities found the Niyungeko family, 

and, in 2007, was able to bring the 

entire family and their niece, Mireya 

Kabura, to the safety of America.  

 

Continued on page 2. 
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Volunteer with GFHFH 

GFHFH offers numerous 

opportunities for volunteering 

throughout the year, particularly in 

administrative support and with the 

ReStore.  You can help with just a 

few hours a week-frequently from 

the comfort of your own home!

Please call our Volunteer 

Coordinator, Jean Kehnle 

(540.891.5009) or 

gfhfhvolcoord@verizon.net  today! 

For more information about 

volunteer needs, please visit us on 

the web at http://www.fredhab.org/

volunteer.html  

Join the Restore E-mail List 

The ReStore is collecting customer 

emails so notices of special sales 

can be sent out quickly. Be sure 

your name is on the list and let you 

friends and family know they 

should come to the store to sign-

up as well. 
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   Greater Fredericksburg Habitat for 

Humanity has a new housing repair 

program called A Brush with Kindness. 

Part of a nation-wide program serving 

low-income homeowners who struggle 

to maintain the exterior of their homes,  

A Brush with Kindness focuses on 

exterior home repair services such as 

painting, minor exterior repairs, 

landscaping, and exterior clean-up). 

Groups of volunteers work to revitalize 

a homeõs exterior.  Using donated 

materials and no-interest loans, the 

program helps individuals and families to 

continue to live independently and 

securely in their homes. 

   Habitat for Humanityõs A Brush with 

Kindness serves low-income 

homeowners who are selected based 

on: need, ability to pay, and willingness 

to partner.     

   Payments made by the partner family 

are placed in a revolving fund to help 

Habitat for Humanityõs A Brush with 

Kindness serve others in need.  Habitat 

for Humanityõs A Brush with Kindness is 

part of Habitatõs Neighborhood 

Revitalization Initiative. This initiative is 

a holistic approach, assisting 

communities as well as families. It is 

designed to revitalizes the appearance of 

the neighborhood, encourages 

connections within the community, and 

most importantly, help preserve 

affordable housing stock.  

   If you are interested in volunteering 

to work on this program or if you need 

help making home repairs, call the 

Habitat office at 540-891-5009 to get an 

application. 
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Since coming to Fredericksburg, 

Agnes has taken a job at Wal-

Mart, supporting the family, while 

Paul is enrolled full-time in a 

nursing program at Germanna 

Community College.  Both Paul 

and Agnes are proud of the 

successful integration of all their 

children into the American school 

systemñall of whom are doing 

well academically.  They are 

particularly proud of their son, 

Alain, whose determined efforts 

to master English enabled him to 

write a winning essay on freedom, 

soaring to first place above 55,000 

other entries, just two years after 

coming to the United States.   We 

are especially pleased to be able 

to help this family heal the many 

invisible wounds of war, and to 

help them achieve a measure of 

tability and normalcy at long last. 

Continued from page 1 

The Niyungeko children play on 
a swingset in their backyard.  The 
swingset was donated by Mike 

and Lisa D'Albis.    

   A huge Thank You and a bunch of òAtta Boysó go out to Quarles Petroleum, Inc. 

for answering Habitatõs plea for help.  The folks at Quarles stepped up and 

donated a truck to our build team for use in its missions.  Future build, 

rehab and òA Brush With Kindnessó projects will go much more smoothly because 

of Quarlesõ kind generosity.   

  The truck is a 1998 Isuzu City Van with only 116,000 miles on its diesel engine, 

and an automatic transmission ð there are many years of service left in this beauty.  

You will soon be seeing the familiar Habitat logo and a òDonated by Quarles 

Petroleumó acknowledgment on the sides of the 16-foot long box.  The box is low 

to the ground and has a built-in ramp to facilitate loading and unloading of tools 

and materials.  There are even built-in shelves to house our equipment! 

   What began as a one-truck, family-owned oil business in 1940, is today a 

corporation that employs over 250 people across 7 states. Quarles Petroleum is 

a mid-Atlantic fuel oil distributor, propane supplier, service station supplier, 

and fleet fuel site provider ð not to mention an extremely generous community-

minded company. 
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